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Appendix L 
 

Social and Economic Specialist Report 
 
Resource:  Social and Economic 
 
Author: Brent Ralston 
  Project Team Leader 
  Prineville District BLM 
  Prineville, Oregon 
 
Social and Economic Resources 
 
Past Management Actions  
 
Gold was discovered in Canyon Creek in 1862 and marked the beginning of a economic 
boom in the area which saw $ 26 million worth of gold taken from the John Day and 
Canyon city area (GCCC 2003). By 1870 the mining boom was beginning to fade and 
other commodity uses in the valley were on the rise, including: farming, ranching and 
logging. By the 1940’s the logging industry became the largest industry in the county, 
bigger than mining, farming and ranching. The logging industry remains the largest 
employer in the county (GCCC 2003). 
 
Mining has occurred in most areas throughout the upper John Day basin, including Little 
Pine Creek and Canyon Creek, adjacent to Little Canyon Mountain. The streams in this 
area were heavily impacted and still show signs of historic mining in the form of altered 
channels and mine tailings in the flood plain. Mineral extraction as seen in this area is 
typically short-lived with most of the valuable minerals removed in a few short years 
after discovery. Limited mining still occurs on Little Canyon Mountain on several 
patented claims and numerous other claims. 
 
Numerous roads and trails also exist on Little Canyon Mountain, mostly on the east side. 
These roads were typically created to access mining areas as claims were established. 
Over time a dense network of roads has emerged on the mountain. The main access road 
connects the county road and the Canyon Mountain Trailhead located on the Malheur 
National Forest adjacent to the Strawberry Wilderness Area. 
 
As the economic viability of mining waned other commodity uses such as farming, 
agriculture and logging increased in their economic viability in the area. By the 1940’s 
logging was the largest industry in the county. However, as shown in Figure 1, the 
economic viability of timber harvest in the county has substantially decreased in the last 
decade. 
 
Little Canyon Mountain itself has not been substantially logged. Several small scale tree 
removals occurred in the late 1960’s in response to an outbreak of the spruce budworm. 
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More recently in the mid 1990’s, after a wildfire on the southern slopes of the mountain 
caused significant tree mortality, a salvage harvest operation was completed.  
 
Other wildfires have occurred adjacent to the area in past years. The potential for fire 
occurrence along with the increasingly severe effects of fire in overstocked forests 
adjacent to communities and homes, as witnessed in the 2000 and 2002 fire seasons 
nationwide, is of high concern to the residents of Canyon City and John Day.  
 
Figure 1. – Board feet of timber harvest in Grant County 1989-1999 (Ehinger 2001). 
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Existing Environment/Condition  
 
The Little Canyon Mountain Area is located within Grant County, Oregon, adjacent to 
two communities; John Day and Canyon City. The area has a colorful history centered 
around the natural resources in the area – timber, minerals and agriculture.  
 
Grant County was created in 1864 and consists of 4,528 square miles of land, located 
primarily in the John Day Basin. In 1985 the population of Grant County was 8,230 
people (GCCC 2003). 
 
Originally a mining town, Canyon City witnessed the excitement of the gold rush. The 
remnants and effects of mining can still be seen on Little Canyon Mountain today. 
Several claims still exist on the mountain and of these several have been patented. 
Numerous roads and trails have been created to access mining claims and other areas on 
the mountain. These roads and trails are not maintained and are in terrible shape. The 
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main access road connects the county road to the Canyon Mountain Trailhead on the 
Malhuer National Forest. While it does function as a travel corridor for vehicles, its 
present conditions deters and under some weather conditions prohibits access. 
 
As mineral activities became less lucrative the economy of the local region looked to 
other commodity based support, such as farming, ranching and timber production.  
 
The logging industry surpassed all other industries in the county by the early 1940’s. The 
past decade, however; has witnessed a substantial decrease in the logging industry in 
Grant County. Figure 1 depicts the annual board feet harvested due to logging in Grant 
County from 1989 to 1999. Since 1989 the amount of timber harvested in Grant County 
has decreased by roughly 80 percent. While the BLM manages some timbered lands 
within Grant County harvest from these lands has never been a consistently substantial 
contributor to the local economy. Individual sales have occurred but not to the scale seen 
from other publicly managed lands in the area. Little Canyon Mountain has not been 
logged by the BLM in the time it has been under BLM managed with the exception of a 
small salvage harvest operation that occurred in the mid 1990’s.  
 
The stands on Little Canyon Mountain are overstocked due to a lack of natural fire 
disturbance and lack of any significant management treatments over the last 75 to 100 
years. These stand conditions coupled with existing drought have led to an outbreak of 
several insect species which are attacking and killing large numbers of trees on the 
mountainside.  
 
On a national level the concern over stands such as these are moving to the forefront in 
resource management. The advent of more frequent, catastrophic stand replacement and 
community threatening fires has sparked several local, regional and national initiatives to 
address the concern. Locally Little Canyon Mountain has drawn much attention as an 
area that has not been managed to reduce the risk to the local communities from a 
catastrophic fire event.  
 
Little Canyon Mountain provides the backdrop for the towns of John Day and Canyon 
City. From almost any point in these two communities Little Canyon Mountain can be 
seen rising in the background. As a result of its prominence in the local landscape 
conditions such as numerous red (dead) trees as the result of insect infestation and thicker 
stand conditions than adjacent lands draws attention to Little Canyon Mountain.  
 
These concerns, and others, have led to the formation of the Little Canyon Mountain 
working group – a group dedicated to see action taken on the mountain to reduce the 
insect levels and protect the local communities and homes in the event of wildfire on the 
mountain. In addition to resource concerns this group has also drawn the attention to the 
recreational use on the mountain.  
 
The BLM has not actively managed this area recreationally. It’s close proximity to town 
draws local users to the area. Unfortunately most of the recreation use is not legal – 
primarily trash and household garbage dumping specifically within the pit area. A road 
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counter was installed on the main access road in the initial stages of developing 
management options for the area – these ‘car counts’ showed substantial use of the road 
and the area does occur – mostly between midnight and two a.m. Use at these times does 
not indicate the users are utilizing the mountain in ‘traditional’ recreation fashion. The 
mountain also provides substantial OHV use as evidenced by the number of trails on its 
slopes. 
 
Reasonably foreseeable BLM and other public or private management actions with 
regard to your resource in the area not including this project (1-5 years into the 
future). 
 
After implementation of this project it is unlikely that further timber volume would be 
harvest in the foreseeable future. In order to maintain less dense stand conditions periodic 
prescribed fire would occur on Little Canyon Mountain. An upcoming Resource 
Management Plan for the entire John Day basin is being considered by the Prineville 
BLM. If this process should occur the Little Canyon Mountain area may be further 
evaluated for closure or a designated trail system for OHV users. 
 
Environmental Affects of No Management Action; 
 
Current conditions would remain on the mountain. Mining would continue to occur at its 
present levels. The main access road would continue to degrade from its already 
deplorable condition, further increasing the difficulty and risk of traversing its length.  
 
Forest conditions would continue to be overstocked and the insect infestation would 
continue to run rampant on the slopes of Little Canyon Mountain and likely move across 
the property line into private and other public lands. Red topped trees would be more 
noticeable in the local backdrop. As these trees lose their needle grey snags would 
remain. The canopy would become more open as trees died and Little Canyon Mountain 
would come to look more similar to its surrounding areas. 
 
The high risk of catastrophic fire to the local communities and homes would remain.  
 
Recreational use both legal and illegal would continue. No attempt would be made to 
clean the garbage from the pit area nor keep the area free from this use in the future. 
 
The most significant impact as result of No Action to the social environment is the lack 
of trust that will be promoted by the government to its constituents that have raised a 
need and concern. The current era is one of significant mistrust of government, especially 
in eastern Oregon counties such as Grant County. A recent initiative was passed on a 
local ballot in Grant County for the local citizens to take over management of the public 
lands in their area primarily due to the lack of management and action exhibited by the 
federal government agencies with regard to resource management.   
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Allowing the resource conditions to continue to degrade and continue to increase the 
threat to local life and property will not improve the working relationship the BLM has 
with its constituents in this area.  
 
Comparison of Alternatives for your resource, in light of specified measures and 
issues/concerns identified by ID Team. 
 
Environmental Effects of Management Alternative B 
 
This alternative would not affect any of the current social concerns on the mountain. It’s 
limited treatment small diameter trees on 225 acres of the mountain will not reduce the 
threat of catastrophic wildfire to the local communities and homes. If any merchantable 
value can be salvaged from the cut trees it would amount to approximately 12 thousand 
dollars in value at a local mill, which is likely not worth the effort to collect, deck, load, 
transport and process. 
 
See affects to the No Action Alternative details. 
 
Environmental Effects of Management Alternative C 
 
This alternative would result in a tremendous decrease in catastrophic fire risk to the 
mountain and adjacent urban areas. Forest stands on the mountain would appear more 
open than their previous condition. Open patches would mimic pre-fire suppression 
conditions. This pattern would not provide a complete fuel break between the mountain 
and local residences. The areas with higher basal area at the public/private boundary 
would however, be surrounded by low, more reduced risk stands. 
 
The amount of trees cut in this alternative would provide the potential to recover value 
from these bi-products of fuels thinning. The trees cut in this alternative would be worth 
an estimated 457 thousand dollars prior to processing.   
 
Environmental Effects of Management Alternative D 
 
This alternative would treat the entire mountain to a very low stand density. Post 
treatment stand conditions would be substantially more open across the entire mountain. 
This alternative would decrease the risk of catastrophic fire across the entire LCM area. 
The fuel break would be approximately 1.5 miles from the local urban areas. 
 
The amount of trees cut in this alternative would provide the potential to recover value 
from these bi-products of fuels thinning. The trees cut in this alternative would be worth 
an estimated 347 thousand dollars prior to processing.   
 
There would be substantial road work done in this alternative. The main access road 
would be upgraded along its entire length. It would be re-routed away from Little Pine 
Creek for a length of 0.15 miles. Several miles of existing roads would be closed as well. 
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Environmental Effects of Management Alternative E 
 
This alternative would treat bands across the mountain to different stand densities. The 
lowest band would present the least risk for catastrophic fire. This is the area of LCM 
adjacent to residences and urban areas. The next band, approximately 0.25 miles from the 
public/private boundary would be treated to a greater stand density than the first band, 
and so-on up the mountain. As the top of the mountain is approached forest stands would 
become progressively thicker. This treatment would leave the mountain looking more 
like pre-treatment conditions than other alternatives. 
 
The amount of trees cut in this alternative would provide the potential to recover value 
from these bi-products of fuels thinning. The trees cut in this alternative would be worth 
an estimated 564 thousand dollars prior to processing.   
 
There would be substantial road work done in this alternative. The main access road 
would be upgraded along its entire length.  
 
Environmental Effects of Management Alternative F 
 
This alternative would treat similar vegetation areas across the mountain to different 
stand densities. The areas nearest the public/private boundary would be treated to the 
lowest stand densities and would present the least risk for catastrophic fire. The other 
areas on the mountain would all be treated to lower fire risk. Due to the delineation of 
treatment areas the post-treatment conditions have the potential to look more patchy than 
prior to treatment. 
 
The amount of trees cut in this alternative would provide the potential to recover value 
from these bi-products of fuels thinning. The trees cut in this alternative would be worth 
an estimated 442 thousand dollars prior to processing.   
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